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AIEEER IR Upon my return to Fort Amador from the 1nterlor the afternoon

31 July 1953, I immediately called Richard F. Arv111e, asking: what I:couldido

‘or. might have done to assist him regarding: the trouble* experlenced by h‘

' ICFANGLED. Arville filled me. in on.the. background and .indicated quite:fran

1atihe:did not. know.". We agreed it would .be ‘wise for me to.play this neid
's-much as pOSSlble° and that- it ‘would; ‘be well for me to. tell: th_;

k fflc;als in the Command on a need—to-know ba31s if. asked that thls wa

C'was alarmed to’ 1earn our 51gnal personnel had gone ‘on. ‘the’ alr,in dlre,.
“eation with. LCFANGLED -that the general felt he should know if someone. within ,
command is running around in an ICFANGLED., I offered to see the- general 1mmed1ately,
but, as it turned out, the military had golfing dates, and Armstrong sent: me. word i
7 later in the evening that the general would see me at O9OOR on 3 August 1953._:

A

...t 34 At the éﬂ501nted time, Armstrong and I met wlth Brlgadler General Martln :

 F. Hass, Chief of Staff, Caribbean Command. . Hass stated General: McBride was i
embarrassed and griped to think we had not told him we had an ICFANGLED at . AR
DTROBALO and briefed him as to what it was doing. I told him we assumed every- . '
body knew about the LCFANGLED, since it had been tied up ‘at DTROBALO for several
months without arousing any unusual interest; that from a security point of v1ew,'
as outlined in AR 380-5, there was in effect no real need for him to know the
details; and that the LCFANGLED was engaged in one of several training trips which-
it has been making 'and would have been of no interest to him had it not met with
bad climatic conditions, General Hass talked and talked, but gradually calmed down.
I think he is not unduly disturbed. He asked me to be sure to tell Armstrong the
next time we contemplate another trip of this nature and also to keep him informed
if we were using any airplanes under unusual or similar circumstances. Ve

_ L. T then called on Captain G. W. Patterson, Jr., USN, Chief of Staff,
15th Naval District. T had been in extensive contact with Patterson the nlght of
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31 July, pressuring him into sending an ODOATH LCFANGLED to help our LCFANGLED,

I also talked to him at length on the morning of 1 August. When I saw him on

3 August, he was under control but still had not fully calmed down. He obviously
resented that C.N.O. in Washington had been appealed to for assistance. He told

me such action was not necessary. He did not buy the story that the LCFANGLED was on a
routine training mission, checking out its engines, etc. He said he had been through
the area where the LCFANGLED broke down on three occasions, and it was one of the
last places in the Caribbean for any reasonable skipper to go on a training or shake-
down trip. He stated in substance, "You know, Zac, that crew was on a secret opera-
tion in the area, and I have been cleared for Top Secret - you should be able to

tell me," I told Patterson so far as I knew the LCFANGLED was on a routine shake-
down training trip. I asked him whether he wanted me to see Admiral Bledsoe. But

it was obvious, when Patterson learned I could not give him any information, he saw
no need for me to talk with the admiral. He said the admiral was going to write a
letter to the C.N.O. about this incident., I offered to see the admiral at any time,
but have not heard from him and therefore assume he does not want to see me.

5. At the completion of our interview, Captain Patterson stated he wanted
to know in advance of any future proposed trips by our present or any future
LCFANGLED with complete details as to what was going on, I told him I could make
no commitment, but would inform Headquarters of his wishes., I also reminded him
that under security regulations there was no real need for him to know details of
our activities, Patterson is friendly toward me; however, he seems very nosy on
this issue., Incidentally, I also told Patterson that Arville had kept ODOATH
well informed by dealing with the C.O. at Coco Solo on a day-to-day basis. Patterson
made it clear that he was running the 15th Naval District and not the C.0. at Coco
Solo.

6. I personally arranged to have contacted all Public Information officers
here for the purpose of having any inquiry regarding the LCFANGLED squashed or
played down. Apparently none of them have had any inquiry.

7. The foregoing is set forth for your 1nfornat10n and whatever action may
be deemed appropriate. It would appear to me that we shall have to give Navy and
Caribbean Command at least unofficial advance notice of any future trips of this
nature if we are going to avoid ill will and possible publicity.
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7 August 1953 . Zachary T. Cady
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